LAN-CHOU   FU,   HSI-NING,   KUMBUM,  TANKAR

usually pronounced as if written Peuba), the generic name
for all Tibetans. The Mongols call them Tangittu, or
Kara Tangutu, "black Tibetans," an expression which has
reference either to their savagery, or to the black tents in
which they live.1 The section of country within the Kan-su
border inhabited by Tibetans is known to them as Amdo,
hence the name they give themselves, Amdo-wa; and
those who inhabit the more fertile valleys take the name
of Rong-wa? To the west of the Amdowa, living iii the
steppe or the mountains around the Koko-nor, are the
Panatta orPanatta sum, "the three Pana tribes,51 who, save
in their more complete independence, differ in nothing
from their neighbors. The Amdowa are organized into
a large number of bands, under hereditary chiefs respon-
sible to the Amban at Hsi-ning for the good behavior of

word which I have heard explained
in different ways, some referring its
origin, to the queues worn by the
Mongols, others to their mode of bow-
ing, and still others giving it as an
abridged form of the older Ta-ta-ehr
or Ta-ta-tzu, from which came our
word Tatar. On the thirty-four bor-
der tribes of Kan-su, see Appendix.

l Orazio della Penna, in MarkhanVs
" Tibet," p. 309, says that Tangut
means " dwellers in houses." H. H.
Howorth," History of Hia or Tangut,"
p. 4, considers this word a Turki tran-
scription of Chinese Tang-hsiang, the
name of the early ancestors of the
founders of the Hsia dynasty, and of
the same stock as the people now liv-
ing in northeastern Tibet. I find in
the"Esi-Ts'ang fu," p. 2, as follows:
u The T'ang-ku-te are descendants
of the T'ang-ku-kiieh. The origin of
the word KuJo&eh is the following:
In olden times this people lived in
the Altai Mountains of the "Western
regions. They were expert smiths
and fashioned iron helmets commonly

derived the name of the country. At
present the Tanguts and the other
Koko-nor Fan-tzu wear caps shaped
like iron pots, high and with narrow
rims, a red fringe hanging down over
them; it looks like a helmet and is
proof of the correctness of the ety-
mology given above." (See illustra-
tion, p. 59.) From this it appears that
the word Tangutan was not originally
applied to a Tibetan people. Prje-
valsky has, very wrongly to my mind,
introduced the word Tangutan to des-
ignate these Koko-nor Tibetans, and
this term should be discarded, except
as a generic term for all Tibetans, in
which sense it is in frequent tise by
Chinese authors. I will use through-
out this work the term Koko-nor
Tibetans to designate the Amdowa
and Panak'a collectively. Prjevalsky,
"Beise in Tibet," p. 196,mentions two
subdivisions of the Amdowa, called
Rongwa and Bscha-choo (ho), but the
latter name is only Hue's Bsehahours.
See page 44, note.
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